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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

181617Z 063818/50 

OR 181528Z MAY 77 
FM USMISSION USBERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4595 
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERLIN UNN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION USNATO 

SECRET USBERLIN 1338 

EXDIS 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, WB, GW, GE, US, UK, FR, UR 

SUBJECT: POSSIBILITY OF PRESS SURFACING OF SOVIET COMPLAINT 
ABOUT FLAG TOURS 

1 . WE ARE NOW PERSUADED THAT KNOWLEDGE OF THE EXISTENCE 
OF THE SOVIET CHALLENGE TO OUR FLAG TOURS HAS SPREAD EXTEN- 
SIVELY IN BERLIN, PERHAPS BY OSMOSIS. OUR ORIGINAL HOPES 

TO KEEP THE KNOWLEDGE FORMALLY CONFINED TO A COUPLE OF 
OFFICIALS IN BERLIN HAVE NOT BEEN REALIZED, AS IT IS NOW 
APPARENT THAT SEVERAL JUNIOR SENAT FUNCTIONARIES KNOW 
ABOUT IT. THE FRENCH TELL US THAT THE RESIDENT BELGIAN 
MILITARY ATTACHE HAD TOLD FRENCH OFFICER FRIENDS THAT HE 
HAD HEARD THAT THE SOVIETS IN WASHINGTON HAD DEMANDED A 
STOP TO THE PATROLS " A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO." HE ASKED 
FOR VERIFICATION, BUT WAS GIVEN NONE. AND YESTERDAY 
THE JAPANESE CONSUL GENERAL TOLD US THAT HE HAD BEEN 
INFORMED BY A JOURNALIST THATTHE SHARP TONE OF OUR 
LONDON DECLARATION WAS DUE TO THE SOVIETS IN EAST 
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BERLIN HAVING DEMANDED, A SHORT TIME BEFORE, THAT WE 
STOP THE FLAG TOURS. WE MERELY REPLIED THAT HE 
PARTICULAR LANGUAGE OF THE DECLARATION WAS DESIGNED 
TO GIVE A CLEARER PUBLIC RECORD OF OUR POSITION ON 
BERLIN THAN HAD EMERGED IN JANUARY. 

2. THERE IS THUS A GROWING DANGER THAT THE STORY WILL 
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NOT STAY OUT OF THE NEWSPAPERS MUCH LONGER. THE THREE 
MISSIONS HAVE AGREED THAT IF WE ARE ASKED ABOUT IT BY 
REPORTERS, WE WILL SAY " NO COMMENT ". ANY CONFIRMATION 
ABOUT OUR FIRM REBUTTAL, AND THIS SHOULD COME FROM 
EITHER BONN OR CAPITALS. 

GEORGE 
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